
Here is a list of adjectives that change meaning when used with the Spanish verbs SER or 
ESTAR. Visit www.reverbspanish.com for a more detailed explanation.

ADJECTIVES ESTAR SER

abierto to be open to be frank, communicative

aburrido to be bored to be boring

atento to pay attention to be attentive

bajo to be located way down or to 
be depressed

to be short (in height)

blanco to be white (after washing) to be white (naturally)

bueno to be in good health, to be 
fne, to taste good

to be good, honest; to be a 
good person

callado to be quiet, to not be 
speaking

to be naturally quiet, to not 
be a big talker

cansado to be tired, to feel tired to be tiring, exhausting, 
annoying

ciego to be temporarily blinded by 
something

to be a blind person

considerado refers to general opinion 
about something or 

someone. to be (well or 
poorly) regarded.

to be considerate of other 
people

débil to be weak to be a weakling

despierto to be awake to be bright, smart

dispuesto to be prepared or willing to be active

divertido  to be enjoying oneself, to be 
amused

to be fun, entertaining, 
amusing

fresco to be fresh to be cheeky, a smart aleck
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frío to be cold in terms of 
termperature

to be unfeeling, frigid, cold in 
terms of personality

gordo to be getting fat, to look out 
of shape 

to be fat

grave to be in very poor health to be serious

interesado to feel interest or to be 
interested in something

interested in something solely 
for fnancial or material 

reasons

limpio to be clean (after washing) to be clean (naturally)

listo to be ready to be smart, clever

loco to be acting crazy to be certifably crazy

malo to be or feel ill, to taste bad to be a bad, cruel person or 
thing

molesto to be upset or annoyed by 
something

to be annoying, irritating

muerto to be dead to be a bore

negro to be furious to be black 

nervioso to feel nervous to be a naturally nervous, 
anxious person 

                   nuevo              to be like new            to be brand new

orgulloso to feel pride, satisfaction for 
something

to be proud, arrogant

seguro to be sure, certain to be safe

verde to be unripe to be green

viejo to be getting old, looking old to be old

vivo to be alive to be extremely clever

 Visit http://Twitter.com/ReVerbSpanish for examples of sentences using these adjectives.
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